Joyful living. Joy is just about the best feeling there is. What a gift God has
given us! Life does not always provide for us a reason for joy. The good news
is that we have access to joy that is peace beyond measure. It is the joy of the
Lord. His joy is My strength as spoken by Nehemiah 8:10

Jesus said— As the Father love Me, I also have loved you, abide in My love. If
you keep my commandments a, you will abide in My love, just as I have kep
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. Thes things I have spoken
to you that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. John
15:9-11.

In this busy time of the year, as we rev up after a nice summer, take time to
rest in Jesus. Let his love take the stress and cares. They aren’t ours to carry
alone. We can learn to live in the Spirit of the Living God and the strength of
His Joy.

Alive in Christ together,

Pastor Pam
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CHURCH
COUNCIL

The Grace Lutheran Church
Council will meet in regular
session on Wednesday October
14 at 7:00PM. A reminder that
all regular meetings are open to
members of Grace Church.

OFFERINGS
e

August 30th:
Attendance~ 54
Offering~$1,190.00

September 6th:
Attendance~ 62
Offering~$2,707.00

September 13th:
Attendance~ 76
Offering~$4,735.00

September 20th:
Attendance~ 76
Offering~ $1,422.00

/l/‘)off"“m

The Grace WNALC does not
meet in October.

Hope Circle: October 28th
9:00AM at the church.

Rebecca Circle: October 22nd
6:30PM at the church.

WOMEN'S
BIBLE
STUDY

|
:l
:

Women’s Bible Study is held

Monday mornings beginning at
9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall

at Grace. This is open to all
women who wish to join
the group.

) MEN'S
" BIBLE
STUDY

Men’s Bible Study meets on
Tuesday mornings at 7:00AM
at Ness Café. This is open to
any men who would like to be
a part of the group.

SN YOo

ﬁ& \

Joanne Sannes
Helen Lee

Janet Hamre
Becki Haugen
Del Hemmingsen, Jr.
Pr. Tim Lundeen
Shirley Salverson
Don Lundin

Judy Tadman
Linda Jorgenson
Judi Hoeft

Jon Clementson
Pastor Pam Thorson
Ogden Farder, Jr.
Maci Smeby
Allen Jenson
Steve Evenson
Louise LaBrecque
Bev Greaver
Amy Carpenter
Jesse Hickman
Greg Kaster
Jolene Bradley
Mark Wild

Amy Carpenter
Jason Schneider

Our Military

Shut-ins and Nursing Home
members -
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Fund Giving

Giving Options

Not only can you give through your offering envelope on
Sunday morning, but our church offers other options to
receive your offering:

Automatic Giving — You can set up monthly or weekly
automatic deductions from your bank account. Contact
the church office (218-687-4035) for a form to complete.
Online Giving — There are several links throughout our
website (www.gracechurcherskine.org) that will allow
you to give a one-time or regular donation from your
bank account, credit card, or debit card.

Mobile Giving — You can utilize your mobile device and
scan the following code —

Did you know?

If you are a Thrivent
member, you are eligi-
ble to receive money to
help support events you
or others are having.
Simply gather a team of friends, family or neighbors
to put on a fundraiser, educational event or service
activity. We’ll provide the resources you need to get
started — including up to $250 in seed mon-
ey. Clients with benefit membership are eligible to
lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year,
and clients with associate membership are eligible to
lead one per calendar year. There are many exam-
ples on the Thrivent website @ Thrivent Action
Teams Hub (contribute.co). Some ideas: Grandpar-
ents Day, Vacation Bible School, Fish Fry, Easter
Festival, Food Shelf, Disaster Response Buck-
ets/kits, K9’s for Mobility, Quilts for Others, or
Yarn for Prayer Shawls.

Let’s get together and figure out how we can use
these benefits for the work of ministry.

thrivent

August 2026 Financial Summary

Regular Offerings to the General Operating Fund -

$14,780.85

Misc giving used for the General Operating Fund -

§ 497.00

Thrivent Choice Program-$  293.00

Interest Earned - $
Total Income

Expenses:

Administrative -

$ 9,678.49
Education -

$ 32253
Mission Outreach -

$ 730.00
Pastoral -

$ 7,926.29
Worship -

$ 894.07

Total Expenses
Net Income

141.54

$15,712.39

$19,551.38
$ (3,838.99)
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GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS LECTIONARY READINGS
FOR OCTOBER
Pr. Pam Thorson Pastor
Tolm Carlson Liesigent Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Tyler Brekken Vice President October 4, 2026

Carla Ferden

Tina Farrell

Jim Ferden

Wendy Lee
Dearmina Gustafson
Gene Haugom

Ray LaBrecque

Steve Jacobson

Secretary

Financial Secretary
Treasurer

Deacon

Deacon

Trustee

Trustee

Trustee

Andrew & Becky Hanson Education Directors

Sarah Strom
Kristen Morgenroth
Jason Carlson
Hollie Stewart Pres.
Paula LaBrecque
Becky Lindseth

Marie Hamre

Grace Lutheran WNALC

Education
Education
Education
WNALC
Stewardship
Stewardship
Stewardship

Annual Auction

Wednesday, October 21, 2026

Pie Social 6:30PM
Auction 7:00PM SHARP!

We are hoping to see donations of:

Handy work, Fall produce, Quilts, Canning,

Crafts, Surprises, and more.

Please share your talents as we have fun bidding

with Jennifer from McMullen Auctions
Thank you for your donations

First Reading ¢ [saiah 5:1-7

Psalm ¢ Psalm 80:7-19

Second Reading ¢ Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel » Matthew 21:33-46

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026

First Reading ¢ Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm ¢ Psalm 23:1-6

Second Reading ¢ Philippians 4:4-13
Gospel « Matthew 22:1-14

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026

First Reading * Isaiah 45:1-7

- Psalm ¢ Psalm 96:1-9, 10-13

Second Reading ¢ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-
10 ,
Gospel » Matthew 22:15-22

Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2026

First Reading * Revelation 14:6-7
Psalm ¢ Psalm 46:1-11

Second Reading * Romans 3:19-28
Gospel ¢ John 8:31-36

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.

i
nnm

"\ ™

Cheerful Givers
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Reformation Sunday is Octo-
ber 25. We remember that the
church stands on the Word, of
God, on Scripture Alone, in
Christ Alone, by Grace Alone,
through Faith Alone, and to the
Glory of God Alone. The Altar
is draped in red as a reminder of
the work of Holy Spirit in the
life of faith and the work of the
Church.

\IW

l]unnrma Lion

The Confirmation Class is be-
ginning the year with a study of
the Apostles’ Creed. What is
this Creed and why do is it recit-
ed each Sunday in church? -
The Statement of the Christian
Faith was first set forth early in
the history of the church. There
were other statements passed on
from the Apostles. An early ver-
sion of what later became the
Apostles’ Creed, called the “Old
Roman Creed,” was in use as
early as the second century. The
Apostles’ Creed is statement of
Christian belief that is used by
Western Catholic and Protestant
churches. While it is explicitly
affirmed only in Western
churches, it reflects traditions
that were affirmed officially by
the entire Church in the Nicene
Creed. Lutheran churches affirm
3 creeds: The Apostles’ Creed,
the Nicene Creed, and the Atha-
nasian Creed.

‘ \CONF!RMATION'

October 25th
10:30AM

This will be a festive
celebration as Carson Fortman
and Shelby Shimpa affirm their
faith in Jesus Christ and take
their place as adult members of
the church. Please keep them in
your prayers as the faithful
cloud of witnesses who
surround one another and give
strength to the body of Christ.

Confirmation is not a
sacrament, but an Affirmation
of our Baptism intended to give
those who have received basic
instruction in the truths of God's
Word the opportunity publicly
to confess their faith before the
church. In this day and age, it is
imperative we know Jesus as
Savior and Lord and know the
basics of our Christian Faith
found in the most Holy Word
of God.
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March 2026-Group #1
April 2026- Group#2
May 2026- Group#3

June 2026-Group#4

July 2026-Group#5
August 2026-Group#6
September 2026-Group-#7
October 2026-Group-#8
November 2026-Group-#1
December 2026-Group-#2
January 2027-Group-#3
February 2027-Group#4

Cover all Sundays in the month
with the members in your group

Set out 3 carafes coffee, 3 doz-
en donuts- warmed 2 min in mi-
crowave, cups and napkins on
round table in narthex by 9:15-
9:30. Cleanup after church.

Thank you for serving
~~Hollie

ARE YOU GETTING
HUNGRY FOR MEAT-
BALLS?

HUNTERS SUPPER
NOVEMBER 7TH, 2026
SERVING 4:30PM —
7:30PM
(note time change)

**There will be a poster with
more details up at the church.
If you would like to donate we
will again be asking you to
bring your favorite bars for des-
sert. Other items are butter,
eggs, milk, celery, onions,
chicken broth, dressing cubes,
bread crumbs.

**Workers needed for Friday to
help make meatballs, get dress-
ing started, cut onions and
celery.

**Workers needed for Saturday
to finish meatballs and get into
roasters with gravy. Dressing
completed, getting green beans
and potatoes ready. Cutting bars
and boxing them up. Setting a
few tables.

**We could use a few large
roasters also. Please put your
name on them.

Stewardship of Joy

Explore Psalm 30, Psalm 150
and Song of Solomon.

Consider how joy fits into the
full range of emotional experi-
ence. As well as how these emo-
tional experiences informed the
biblical writers’ understanding
of God’s presence in their lives.

A women came to [Jesus] with
an alabaster jar of very costly
ointment, and she poured it on
his head as he sat at the table...
[The disciples] were angry and
said, “Why this waste? For this
ointment could have been sold
for a large sum, and the money
given to the poor.” But Je-
sus...said to them, “Why do you
trouble the woman?...For you
always have the poor with you,
but you will not always have
me” (Matthew 26:7-13).

This text invites us to wonder
whether our ideas of steward-
ship are defined by frugality or
extravagance-or both. Of
course, it’s understandable and
even honorable to live prudent-
ly. But what if we were to in-
clude extravagance in our stew-
ardship of joy?

~~Anna Madsen
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l ! Electronic Giving — CC/Debit Treasurer’s Report: Jim
L $1,235.85 reported:
i l . Electronic Giving ACH Cash Flow Report
Sl [ { $3,270.00  Regular Offering to the General
i Operating Fund was
B Total General len}sgl 4780.85 $14,780.85.
' e Undesignated funds available to
GRACCEH[I‘JIIJ{I(‘:}IIIERAN Other Giving be used for August’s General
Designated — Vac Bible School Fund expenses totaled
COUNCIL MEETING $100.00 $15,712.39. This total is
MINUTES Uselisiigmited Wsrmos] comprised of the regular
2 offering, interest, a donation
SEPT]6£1:)’10B11)21;49 0% $300.00 through the Thrivent Choice

‘Serving all people by sharing

God’s Word and Gift of Grace’
Present: Tyler Brekken, Pastor
Pam Thorson, Gene Haugom,
Tina Farrell, Hollie Stewart,
Carla Ferden, Jim Ferden, Wen-
dy Lee, Marie Hamre and Steve
Jacobson

Call to Order: Tyler called the
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Devotions: Tyler led us in de-
votion and prayer

Approval of the Agenda: Mo-
tion to approve amended agenda
by Gene. Second by Hollie.
Motion carried

Secretary’s Report: Motion to
approve  August 12, 2026
minutes by Steve. Second by
Marie. Motion carried

Financial Secretary’s Report:
Tina reported:

General Giving

Envelopes/Loose Checks of
Members $10,080.00

Loose Giving — Cash $135.00

Loose Giving — Checks
(Visitors) $40.00

Loose Giving — Cash (Visitors)
$20.00

Electronic Giving — Designat-
ed to Various Funds

Grace Youth Group $10.00
HS Scholarship $10.00
Organ Repair $5.00

Sunday School Equipment
$5.00

Vacation Bible School $10.00
Total Other Giving $440.00
Outreach Giving

Electronic Giving — Designat-
ed to Various Funds

Sunday School Outreach $10.00
Grace Cemetery $10.00
Grace Food Shelf $10.00

After School Backpack Program
$10.00

Total Outreach Giving $40.00
Building Giving
Building Fund $45.00

Electronic Giving — Building
Fund $10.00

Total Building Giving $55.00
Deposits Made $10,720.00
Electronic Giving $4,595.80

Total Monthly Giving
$15,315.85

Report received for filing

Program, and various other
giving that can be used to meet
General Fund expenses.
The total of undesignated funds
was lower ($3,838.99) than the
month’s General Fund expenses
of $19,551.38.
In addition, the regular offering
was well below ($7,107.16)
what is needed to meet monthly
budgeted expenses of
$21,888.01.
Some of the noteworthy
expenses this month included:
Administration: Church
Cleaning — Cost includes the
normal monthly cleaning cost of
$750 and $1,250 for cleaning all
the church windows. Office
Supplies — New checks for the
church.
Education: None
Mission Outreach: None
Pastoral: None
Worship: None
Budget Report
Overall, we ended the month at
approximately 10.6% or
$27,900 under budget.
All of the major budgeted
expense categories ended under
budget for the month.
History of Regular Giving to
the General Fund Report
Giving in August was down
from July.

Continued on Page 8
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued

This was the second lowest giv-
ing in 2026.

However, this is the highest Au-
gust giving ever.

Year-to-date giving is nicely
above 2025 year-to-date giving.
This was also the best year-to-
date giving over all!

History of the General Operat-
ing Fund Balance

The balance decreased from Ju-
ly as the total of undesignated
funds was lower than what was
needed to meet monthly expens-
es.

This is the lowest balance so far
in 2026.

However, compared to this time
in 2025, the balance looks good.
Account Balances Report
Building Fund - Reflects dona-
tions of $55.00. Expenses con-
sist of $39.60 for the separate
phone line in the elevator.

HS Scholarship Fund — Reflects
a donation of $10.00.

Oil Fund — Bldg Upkeep re-
flects a portion of this month’s
oil/gas revenue.

Oil Fund — Church Operating
Emergency Fund reflects a por-
tion of this month’s oil/gas rev-
enue.

Oil Fund - Missions reflects a
portion of this month’s oil/gas
revenue.

Organ & Piano Repair Fund —
Reflects a donation of $5.00.

SS Equipment Fund — Reflects
donations of $5.00.

SS Outreach Fund — Reflects
donations $10.00 and the ex-
pense of $43.00 to Compassion
International for the regular
monthly gift.

VBS Fund — Reflects donations
of $110.00.

Brovold Investment Valuation

Brovold Investment Valuation
Report

The balance increased by ap-
proximately $300.00 from last
month.

This is the highest balance since
December 2025.

Gunderson Investment Valua-
tion Report

The balance increased by ap-
proximately $80.00 from last
month.

This is the highest balance since
May 2026.

Other Information

Projects during August -
Monitor all church bank ac-
counts multiple times on a
weekly basis.

Submitted Federal and State
monthly payroll tax withhold-
ing.

No word yet from the church
auditors regarding the 2025 fi-
nancial records.

The council will need to decide
tonight as to where the church
should give the 3™ quarter
Council Determined Missions
donations.

Report received for filing
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Pam
reported

Pastoral Care — Visited various
people at Poplar Meadows
Nursing Home worship: Mcln-
tosh Senior Living and Fair
Meadow in Fertile

Visits to those in hospital and
post surgical

Minkota — Congregational visits
8/16 Devil’s Lake, ND — wor-
ship and Precall workshop. 8/30
2 churches Kettle River and
Sturgeon Lake, MN- encourage-
ment and connection

Pastor’s monthly Zoom

Youth — Camping and fun at
Trinity Point. I joined for the

evening and came back for

Youth — Camping and fun at
Trinity Point. I joined for the
evening and came back for
breakfast and devotional. 8/13-
14

See you at the Pole 9/23
Confirmation begins 9/16 6-7
PM 4 new 7" graders

10" Grade Confirmations on
October 25, Reformation Sun-
day — 2 confirmands

Released Time begins 9/23.
Hollie is co-director. We could
use 1 more teacher. Helpers and
substitutes are in order. Lesson
plans are set for the year. I will
open each elementary week
with a 15 minute time in the
sanctuary. When I am absent,
Cindy Nelson leads. Format:
Prayer, Pledge to the Bible,
Christian flag, Bible verse, sev-
eral songs, present theme of the
day.

Church conference October 4-7
in Des Moines, IA. LCMC.
President’s Report: John
emailed

-Still working with the men run-
ning the video ministry

-Still working with the WEM
Youth Ministry

- Teaching for released time
Committee Reports:
Youth Ministry: John emailed

Camping outing on August 13"
at Trinity Point was success.
Approximately 34 students at-
tended

Worship night is Sept 13" at
Grace

October 10" is ditch cleaning
and bonfire with Ben Stowe
speaking.

Still planning November.

Continued on Page 9
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued
Stewardship: Marie reported
Has items ready to put in the
scroll and bulletin

Christian Education: Andrew
emailed:

Sunday School: We are excited
for Sunday School starting! We
are using a new curriculum and
we have a few new teachers. We
so appreciate all of our teachers:
Kristen Morgenroth and Ma-
laina Jax in PreK-K, Shar Hill
and Lesia Juve in Grades 1-2,
Andrew Hanson and Lillian
Shimpa in Grades 3-4, Nicki
Carlson in Grades 5-6, and Cas-
sie Senn and Melinda Anderson
in Junior High. Thanks so much,
teachers!

Upcoming Events: The first day
of Sunday School and installa-
tion of teachers is September
13th. Blessing of the Backpacks
and Bible Presentations will be
held on September 20th. Our
first Sing in Church Sunday will
be September 27th. We will be
trying to keep Sing in Church
Sundays the last Sunday of eve-
ry month whenever possible for
consistency. See full event cal-
endars posted on the bulletin
boards in the Sunday School
wing and posted on the Educa-
tion/Youth page on the Grace
website.

Shoebox Sunday: It might seem
like November is a long way
away, but it’s not too soon to
talk about Operation Christmas
Child! Shoebox Sunday is No-
vember 1st. That means, in or-
der to have donation items to
pack and send, we need to start
advertising now. We will be
posting flyers on the bulletin

pack and send, we need to start
boards soon, but feel free to ask
for one any time. We’ll have
extra copies in the Education
Office, or you can email us
Women of Grace: Hollie report-
ed

Sept 10" at McIntosh Senior
Living at 2:00. Devotion, enter-
tainment, fun games and visiting
with our members and other
Tentative date of October 21
scheduled for the church auction

Trustee Report: Gene reported
Still have to work on closet in
basement under the stairs

Deacons: Wendy reported
Attending Monday morning bi-
ble study

Video Ministry: John emailed
Carla Ferden has been training
and is doing well. Thank You
Carla!!

Food Shelf: Gene reported
(Mavis Haugom, Coordinator
submitted report)

August/Sept Food Shelf report:
Food Expenses: $ 1375.42
Food donations: 136 pounds
Money donations: $465

Other expenses ie; electricity,
phone, supplies $229
Households in August: 39/100
individuals with 27 0-17yrs, 52
ages 18-64, 21 ages 65+
Distributed 2906 pounds
September 4th, we had a pro-
duce drop. The food shelf
dropped off produce at 8:00 and
we were open at 8:30. This pro-
duce was for anyone. Went very
well. Did have leftover apples
and some carrots. These will be
distributed at the food shelf on
Thursday. 2953 pounds

Quarterly Grace Community
Food Shelf Advisory Board
Minutes from July 21, 2026
received by council and on file.

Old Business:
New Business:

Decide where to give 3rd
quarter Council Determined
Mission donations — Motion
given by Marie to give $500 to
the New Life Center.
Seconded by Wendy. Motion
carried

Flower bed/Rocks — Yvonne
Halvorson has offered to plant
scrubs in the area. On the south
side there is a water problem
which a downspout can be put.
Dirt needs to be put down this
fall. Motion by Gene to fill in
where the rocks were with black
dirt this fall. Yvonne will put
the scrubs in the spring.
Seconded by Pastor Pam.
Motion carried

Hunter’s Supper — November
7" from 4-7 pm. Will do same
structure from last year as it
went well having take out and
sit down.

Calendar:

Next Council Meeting -
October 14, 7:00 pm

First Day of Sunday School —
September 13

WEM Youth event at Grace —
September 13 @ 4-6 PM Altar
Guild Meeting — September 20
after church

Released Time begins —
September 23

Adjourn

Prayer

Respectfully submitted
Carla Ferden
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"A Litany of Humility"

O Jesus, meek and humble of
heart, Hear me.

From the desire of being es-
teemed, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the desire of being loved,
Deliver me, O Jesus.

From the desire of being ex-
tolled, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the desire of being hon-
ored, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the desire of being
praised, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the desire of being pre-
ferred to others, Deliver me, O
Jesus.

From the desire of being con-
sulted, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the desire of being ap-
proved, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the fear of being humiliat-
ed, Deliver me, O Jesus.

From the fear of being despised,
Deliver me, O Jesus.

From the fear of suffering re-
bukes, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the fear of being calumni-
ated, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the fear of being forgot-
ten, Deliver me, O Jesus.

From the fear of being ridi-
culed, Deliver me, O Jesus.
From the fear of being wronged,
Deliver me, O Jesus.

From the fear of being suspect-
ed, Deliver me, O Jesus.

That others may be loved more
than I,

Jesus, grant me the grace to de-
sire it.

That others may be esteemed
more than I,

Jesus, grant me the grace to de-
sire it.

That, in the opinion of the
world, others may increase and
I may decrease, Jesus, grant me
the grace to desire it.

That others may be chosen and I

set aside,

Jesus, grant me the grace to de-
sire it.

That others may be praised and
I go unnoticed,

Jesus, grant me the grace to de-
sire it.

That others may be preferred to
me in everything,

Jesus, grant me the grace to de-
sire it.

That others may become holier
than I, provided that I may be-
come as holy as I should, Jesus,
grant me the grace to desire it.
--by Rafael Cardinal Merry del
Val y Zulueta

% ""';
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What do you think of when you
hear the word stewardship?
What does stewardship mean?
The basic definition is to be a
steward of resources. A steward
takes care of the resources of
which they have been entrusted,
making the greatest return on
investment for the owner who

would return and expect the
goods to have been cared for
and if possible, bring forth a
greater return for the owner.

Ownership — Who owns every-
thing?

In the beginning, God created
the heavens and the earth....
Genesis 1:1

The earth is the LORD's and all
that is in it, the world, and those
who live in it... Psalm 24:1

1 Chronicles 29:10-16 tells us
that everything belongs to God.
What is the response of God’s
people? 1. Thanks and Praise. 2.
Giving to God what belongs to
God. 3. Freewill offering.

What is God’s responsibility?
God does promise to provide the
people of God.

So, we are stewards of this
earth, this life, our money, our
time, our family, our neighbor,
and all things, just as God gave
Adam the responsibility for the
earth, creatures, and all things.
Let us lovingly give of our-
selves in gratitude for all that
God has given to us. What a
wonderful Lord!

Martin Luther: I believe that
God has made me and all crea-
tures, that He has given me
body and soul, eyes, ears, and
all my members, my reason and
all my senses, and still takes
care of them. He also gives me
clothing and shoes, food and
drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all
I have. He richly and daily pro-
vides me with all that I need to
support this body and life.
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