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Circle Meetings

Council Meeting

Prayer Concerns
Attendance & Offerings
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Financial News

Grace Council Members
Peace to you, February Readings
Lenten Journey

Council Highlights

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds Council Highlights, continued
in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7. Council Highlights, continued
Lenten Journey

First Communion

February Calendar

I want to encourage you in these troubled times. We cannot ignore the vio-
lence and trouble in our land. Our own homeland is a center of turmoil, anger,
chaos, and fear. We grieve for the loss of lives and livelihood. We want justice
and we want righteousness. Most of all, peace. Standing for right and truth is
important, but prayer is the greatest power we have at hand. As the church of
God, we are called to pray for in prayer, we unite with heaven, with God who
made and sustains all things. The enemy of our soul, of God’s creation, loves
to keep us fighting and in angst. But Jesus calls us to come to Him. The name
of Jesus is the banner we lift over the battlefield. God is the One who can
bring peace. So, we bend our knees and our hearts and cry out to the Lord.
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Come Holy Spirit, with your power and your love. Heal our land. Forgive us
for straying from Your ways. Cleanse our land and bring peace where there is
no peace. Send forth the light of Christ Jesus. Set forth your hand upon our
leaders empowering them with Holy wisdom. We pray for safety in our cities,
villages, and homes. We plead the blood of Jesus over Minneapolis and be-
yond. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy!

Jesus said, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be
afraid. John 14:27

In the love of Jesus,
Pastor Pam
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The Grace Lutheran Church
Council will meet in regular
session on Wednesday February
11th at 7:00PM at the church.
A reminder that all Council
meetings are open to members
of Grace unless otherwise spec-

ified.

OFFERINGS

January 4th:

Attendance~ 44
Offering~$2,775.00

January 11th:
Attendance~ 71
Offering~$4,105.00

January 18th:
Attendance~ no service
Offering~$

January 25th:
Attendance~ 103
Offering~ $4,378.00

[\

M}

The Grace WNALC will not
meet during the winter months

Hope Circle: February 25th at
9:00AM at the church

Rebecca Circle: February 26th at
6:30PM at the church.

"Yes, I'm preaching a 6roundhog Day sermon
about living in the shadows .. againl"
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Shirley Salverson
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Liz Jenson

Don Lundin

Judy Tadman
Linda Jorgenson
Judi Hoeft

Jon Clementson
Pastor Pam Thorson
Ogden Farder, Jr.
Verra Smeby
Maci Smeby
Allen Jenson
Steve & Linda Evenson
Louise LaBrecque
Bev Greaver
Amy Carpenter
Gloria Bixby
Jesse Hickman
Greg Kaster
Jolene Bradley
Mark Wild

Amy Carpenter

Shut-ins and Nursing Home
members
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Giving Options

Not only can you give through your offering envelope on
Sunday morning, but our church offers other options to
receive your offering:

Automatic Giving — You can set up monthly or weekly
automatic deductions from your bank account. Contact
the church office (218-687-4035) for a form to complete.
Online Giving — There are several links throughout our
website (www.gracechurcherskine.org) that will allow
you to give a one-time or regular donation from your
bank account, credit card, or debit card.

Mobile Giving — You can utilize your mobile device and
scan the following code —

Did you know?
5 If you are a Thrivent
th rlven t member, you are eligi-
ble to receive money to
help support events you
or others are having.
Simply gather a team of friends, family or neighbors
to put on a fundraiser, educational event or service
activity. We’ll provide the resources you need to get
started — including up to $250 in seed mon-
ey. Clients with benefit membership are eligible to
lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year,
and clients with associate membership are eligible to
lead one per calendar year. There are many exam-
ples on the Thrivent website @ Thrivent Action
Teams Hub (contribute.co). Some ideas: Grandpar-
ents Day, Vacation Bible School, Fish Fry, Easter
Festival, Food Shelf, Disaster Response Buck-
ets/kits, K9’s for Mobility, Quilts for Others, or
Yarn for Prayer Shawls.
Let’s get together and figure out how we can use
these benefits for the work of ministry.

FINANCIAL 48

December 2025 Financial Summary

Regular Offerings to the General Operating Fund -
$16,166.85
Anonymous Donations to the General Op Fund -
$18,519.00
Misc giving used for the General Operating Fund -
$ 3,465.00
Undesignated Memorials - $ 1,020.00
Interest Earned - § 118.12
Total Income - $39,288.97

Expenses:

Administrative - $12,816.25
Education-$ 451.51
Mission Outreach - $ 3,803.00
Pastoral - $ 9,280.74

Worship - $§ 2.187.29

Total Expenses - $28.538.79
Net Income - $10,750.18
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GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS LECTIONARY READINGS

Pr. Pam Thorson  Pastor 208728260 FOR FEBRUARY
X ourth Sunday after Epiphany
John Carlson President 687-2205 February 1, 2026
Tyler Brekken Vice President First Reading - Micah 6:1-8
Carla Ferden Secretary 563-2377 Psalm - Psalm 15:1-5
Tina Farrell Fi 21 Secret Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
arre tnancial secretary Gospel - Matthew 5:1-12
Jim Ferden Treasurer 563-2377 Fifth Sunday after Epiphary
Wendy Lee Deacon February 8, 2026
Dearmina Gustafson Deacon First Reading - Isaiah 58:3-9a
Gene Haugom Trustee 563-3292 Psalm - Psalm 112:1-9
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 2:1—

Ray LaBrecque Trustee 12, 13-16
Steve Jacobson Trustee Gospel - Matthew 5:13-20

Andrew & Becky Hanson Education Directors

Sarah Strom

Shar Hill

Jason Carlson
Hollie Stewart Pres.
Paula LaBrecque
Becky Lindseth

a Gl

Education 687-3488
Education
Education
WNALC

Stewardship

687-3730

Stewardship

HAPPY,

o

AY

LENTINE 'S

Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 15, 2026

First Reading - Exodus 24:8-18
Psalm - Psalm 2:6-12

Second Reading - 2 Peter 1:16-21
Gospel - Matthew 17:1-9

Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2026

First Reading - Joel 2:12-19

Psalm - Psalm 51:1-13, 14-19

Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 5:20b—
6:10

Gospel - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2026

First Reading - Genesis 3:1-21
Psalm - Psalm 32:1-7

Second Reading - Romans 5:12-19
Gospel - Matthew 4:1-11
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Ash Wednesday be-
gins the season of Lent. We will
have services with imposition of
ashes at Noon and 7 PM. Soup
supper will precede at 6 PM.

Lent is a time of reflec-
tion and soul searching meant to
reflect on the sacrifice of Jesus.
It has been a time of preparation
for Easter since the earliest days
of the church and a preparation
for Holy Baptism. Lent is ob-
served as 40 days beginning on
Ash Wednesday and ending on
Maundy Thursday. In the West-
ern Church, Sunday is a day of
the Resurrection, therefore we
skip Sundays in the calculation
of the length of Lent. We use
purple in worship suggesting
somberness and solemnity.

The forty days of Lent
recall the 40 day fast of Jesus in
the wilderness after his baptism
(Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) and
Moses' 40 day fast on Mount
Sinai (Exodus 34:28). Itis a
time of simplicity and prepara-
tion.

Sy

an

Ash Wednesday ~ February
18 Noon and 7 Worship

Soup Supper ~6 PM
Wednesday Evenings
Evening Worship/Study~
7:00 PM

Palm Sunday ~ March 2
10:30 AM Worship

Lent is our time of Spiritual
Renewal and Preparation for the
Joy of Easter

In this season we take time
to reflect on our lives and to fo-
cus on God — Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Prayer, Bible Study,
Repentance (yes, confession),
and right living. An ancient part
of Christian discipline is also
Fasting. Not fasting for health
of the body, but for one’s inner
spiritual self. Fasting is Biblical.

Fasting is the spiritual disci-
pline of intentionally going
without something for a time to
focus on your relationship with
God. Even Jesus fasted for 40
days before beginning His min-
istry (Mark 2:18-19 NIV).

Make Sure That You Have
Time To Pray.

It will not do you any spiritual
good if don’t pray. Be sure to
get the most out of your fast and
spend plenty of time in prayer,
consider setting a few days for a
retreat to totally fast and pray.
Sometimes prayer is more
difficult during fasting, but be
diligent and you will find
breakthrough. Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who seek
Him. God will reward your
seeking.

Types of Fasting

In the same way that God
appointed times and seasons to
fast, He also designated several
types of fasts. A person should
exercise wisdom and consult
their physician if they have any
medical concerns before they
fast.

1. Complete Fast— An absolute
fast is conducted by abstaining
from all food and water for a
certain period of time. Moses
and Elijah both abstained from
food and water for forty days
and forty nights. (Deuteronomy
9:9,10:10, 18:25-29; 1 Kings
19:8). Some do 3-4, 14, or 21
day fasts or 1 day a week.

2. Solid Food Fast—A solid
food fast is where an individual
may drink juice and water, but
chooses not to eat solid food.

3. Partial Fast (Daniel) —To
fast simply means to “abstain”
from something. A partial fast is
where you choose to abstain
Continued on Page 9
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GRACE COUNCIL MEET-
ING HIGHLIGHTS
January

Financial Secretary’s Report:
General Offering

Envelopes/Loose Checks of
Members -$10,285.00

Loose Offering — Cash $250.00

Loose Offering — Checks
(Visitors) -$120.00

Electronic Offering — CC/Debit
$1,521.85

Electronic Offering — ACH
$3,990.00

Anonymous Check-$18,519.00

Undesignated Memorial-
$1,020.00

Total General Offering-
$35,705.85

Electronic Offering — Various
Funds

Grace Youth Group- $110.00
HS Scholarship-$10.00
Organ Repair- $5.00

Sunday School Equipment-
$5.00

Vacation Bible School-$10.00

Total Misc General Offering-
$19,679.00

Outreach Offering

Sunday School Offering (Sept-
Dec) $55.50

Electronic Giving — Various
Funds

Financial Secretary’s Report:

Electronic Giving — Various
Funds

Sunday School Outreach -
$10.00

Grace Cemetery- $10.00
Grace Food Shelf-$110.00

After School Backpack Program
$10.00

Total Outreach Offering
$195.50

Christmas Eve (Grace to
Ukraine)

Envelopes/Loose Checks of
Members $2,515.00

Loose Offering — Cash-$415.00

Loose Offering — Checks
(Visitors) $190.00

Christmas Eve Offering
$3,120.00

Building Offering
Building Fund $20.00

Electronic Giving — Building
Fund $10.00

Total Building Offering
$30.00

Total Monthly Deposit-
$39,191.35

Treasurer’s Report: Jim Fer-
den (highlights)

Cash Flow Report

Regular Offering to the General

Operating Fund was $16,166.85.

Undesignated funds available to
be used for December’s General
Fund expenses totaled
$39,288.97. This total is com-
prised of the regular offering, a
significant anonymous gift
($18,519.00), interest, undesig-
nated memorials, and various
other giving that can be used to
meet General Fund expenses.
The total of undesignated funds

received was well above
($10,750.18) the month’s
General Fund expenses of
$28,538.79. These expenses
were also well above the normal
monthly expenses.
History of Regular Giving to the
General Fund Report
Giving in December was down
from giving in November.
It was the seventh highest
giving in 2025.
This was the fifth best giving in
any December since I have
tracked giving.
Total giving for the year is
approximately $16,000 ahead of
last year’s giving.
Total giving is also the best
giving for any year at this time.
History of the General
Operating Fund Balance
Expenses were much higher in
December. Without the
significant anonymous gift in
December, the General Fund
balance would have been
negative again.
Brovold Investment Valuation
Report
The large increase in the
balance is mainly due to the
redeposit of a $5,000 check to
the Grace Cemetery Association
that was not deposited within 6
months.
This is the highest balance since
September 2024.
Gunderson Investment
Valuation Report
The balance increased by
approximately $900.00 from
last month.
This is the highest balance since
September 2025.
Other Information
2026 Church Budget — After
reviewing year-end expenses, I
made a couple of adjustments to
Continued on Page
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued
Other Information

2026 Church Budget — After
reviewing year-end expenses, |
made a couple of adjustments to
the budget that was approved
last month. I adjusted Brian’s
hours from 200 to 215, which
increased the Custodian ex-
pense item slightly. I also ad-
justed Pastor’s miles from 3,600
to 3,900 and considered the
2026 IRS mileage rate ($0.725);
which increased the travel ex-
pense slightly. The total budget
increased from $261,965.43 to
$262,656.28. The 2025 budget
was $264,925.21.

Worker Compensation Audit —I
have received the results of the
audit. The auditor determined
that we receive a refund of $424
on our insurance premium.
Projects during December/
January -

Met with estimator from Hazel
Blue Flooring to measure base-
ment area for carpet.

Met with GV staff to help deter-
mine corrective action for sound
issues in sanctuary.

Worker’s Compensation Audit
Reports for the Annual Meeting
(27)

W2s and 1099s for staff and
vendors

Submitted Federal and State
monthly payroll tax withholding
Federal and State Fourth quarter
tax returns for payroll tax with-
holding.

Pastor’s Report

Pastoral Care — Nursing Home
services: MclIntosh Sr. Living
worship service December 17.
Visit as many as I can but con-
centrate on some longer needs.
Not all my visits are for Grace
members. Others need spiritual
care and do not have local pas-

tors. Fair Meadow service will
be January 23™.

December home visits listed in
mileage report given to treasurer
with the exception of 1 extra to
MecSr Living.

Released Time continues to go
well. Classes are growing. Many
people are assisting.

Community — I attended WEM
concerts as well as basketball
games for both boys and girls.
Kevin and I are trying to catch
every grade level. That’s not
easy.

First Communion Class — Dur-
ing Lent. Sign up is available.
Details will be the scroll and
webpage.

Personal — Nasal surgery went
well. I’'m in recovery. It will
take awhile, but the results will
be good. The deviation was
much more significant than the
surgeon saw on scans. Thank
everyone for their prayers and
support.

Confirmation Class to host a
Potato Bar for lunch on Sunday
for the Annual Meeting.

President’s Report: John Carl-
son

Helping with Release Time
teaching the 6™ grade class

Building the 2026 video minis-
try schedule

Minkota Council planning meet-
ing on 1/17.

Working with Garden Valley
regarding issues on emails.

Emergency Closing procedures
used the updated procedures all
notices were posted as planned
in the instructions.

Youth Ministry: John emailed
report

February 27" A message and
Dodgeball at the school.

March at the Fosston Theater.
Showing the new “I can only
Imagine movie”

Feed My starving Children
April 24-25™.

Christian Education: Andrew
Hanson direct questions to:
education@gracechurcherskine.
org

Sanctuary “Kid Bags”: We’ve
refreshed the kid bags in the
sanctuary, both downstairs and
in the balcony. In addition to
books, coloring books, and
crayons, each bag includes a
different pew-friendly activity,
so be sure to try each bag! We
are also going to make a few
more bags. We again want to
thank Kristen Morgenroth for
providing us with one of her
Thrivent Action Teams to
purchase new items for the
bags.

Sunday School Curriculum: In
addition to our current Spark
curriculum, the Sunday School
will also be using the “Small
Cat” curriculum published by
Sola, recommended by Pastor
Pam, to start introducing
Luther’s Small Catechism to
younger grades and not just wait
until they start confirmation
classes. Grades 1-2 will learn
about Baptism and the Lord’s
Prayer, Grades 3-4 will learn
about the Ten Commandments
and the Apostle’s Creed, and
Grades 5-6 will learn about
Communion and Confession.
Singing in Church: Sunday
School is getting ready to sing
in church on January 25th,
February 22nd, and April 26th.

Continued on Page
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued

That April Sunday will also in-
clude a preview of the 2026
VBS theme during the church
service, which we’re excited to
announce! Email with any ques-
tions:

Woman of Grace: Hollie Stew-
art

WNALC Christmas party went
well

WNALC does not meet during
the winter months

Hope Circle will be meeting on
January 28" at 9:00 am at the
church

Rebecca Circle will be meeting
January 22™ at 6:30 pm at the
church

Trustees: Gene Haugum/Jim
Ferden

Jim, Gene, and John met in the
church sanctuary with Garden
Valley staff to discuss sound
system concerns. Ultimately,
the Garden Valley staff deter-
mined that the amplifier for the
system needed to be larger. The
larger amplifier has been in-
stalled, and we will now need to
test it out to see if this fixes our
sound issues.

Deacons: Wendy Lee - Com-
pleted the 2026 Communion
Assistant schedule

Video Ministry: John emailed
report

We could use at least 1-2 other
people to help in 2026.

It has been best having 2 people
in back helping the new kids
just starting.

Nick continues to be a help
when we need it.

Food Shelf: Mavis Haugom,

GRACE COUNCIL, continued

Food Shelf: Mavis Haugom, Co-
ordinator

Cancelled food shelf day due to
weather on the 18th of Decem-
ber and opened on the 20th in-
stead.

We had received $346.97 from
FCA Christian School. We re-
ceived 1502# from the Win-E-
Mac school this year. up from
approx. 900# last year. We have
been blessed. We have had
some organizations that have
given us money and have never
done this before.

We started using the Service
Insights program from the food
bank. We were furnished with
an iPad and the information
from each neighbor shopping is
kept in this program.

NALC Constitutional changes
to be voted January 25. Results
will be sent to NALC General
Sec.

Annual meeting — January 25".
Confirmation Youth to provide
a baked potato bar.

Council Retreat February 14™,
9:00-12:00 at the church

Pastor’s Salary Housing Des-
ignation — Motion passed to
designate Pastor’s housing al-
lowance at $32,000 in accord-
ance with IRS guidelines.

First Communion Classes
begin 22™ at 9:15. A registra-
tion form is available.

Lenten Services —

Ash Wednesday is February
18" service at 7:00 pm. All
Lenten Services will also be at
7:00 pm. It was agreed to pro-
vide a soup supper prior to Len-
ten services asking for people to

sign up to bring soup and serve.

Maundy Thursday Service at
7 PM.

Good Friday Service at 7PM.

Downstairs Floor - The
building committee brought the
downstairs with options
replacing the floor and carpet —
to be explored and discussed.

Create in me

0 God,

and renew a

witain ine.
Psalm 5110, NIV
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PRAYER AND FASTING,

continued

Types of Fasting

In the same way that God ap-
pointed times and seasons to
fast, He also designated several
types of fasts. A person should
exercise wisdom and consult
their physician if they have any
medical concerns before they
fast.

1. Complete Fast— An absolute
fast is conducted by abstaining
from all food and water for a
certain period of time. Moses
and Elijah both abstained from
food and water for forty days
and forty nights. (Deuteronomy
9:9, 10:10, 18:25-29; 1 Kings
19:8). Some do 3-4, 14, or 21
day fasts or 1 day a week.

2. Solid Food Fast—A solid
food fast is where an individual
may drink juice and water, but
chooses not to eat solid food.

3. Partial Fast (Daniel) —To
fast simply means to “abstain”
from something. A partial fast is
where you choose to abstain
from certain foods and drinks
instead of complete abstinence
of food or drink. Some give up
meat. The Bible tells us that
Daniel abstained from bread,
water, and wine for twenty-one
days (Daniel 10:3). Afterwards,
he and his faithful friends ate
healthy.

FUEL Fasting (Navigators)

1. F—-Food

Practice: Do you ever use food
as a comfort when you’re sad or
as a reward when you’re happy?
Try fasting from one type of
food or even one meal a day for
a certain period of time and see
how your cravings change. How
does this require deeper depend-

ence on the Lord?

Ponder: What can you learn
from Daniel as he fasted from
certain types of food (Daniel 1:8
-16 NIV)?

Pray: Father, deepen my hunger
and thirst for you.

2. U —Use Of Time

Practice: How often do you de-
scribe your day as “busy?” How
does your schedule make you
feel? What fills most of your
time?

Take inventory of your time by
writing down everything you do
for a week. Then ask God to
show you what activities you
could fast from to commit to
time for Him.

Ponder: Learn from Nehemiah
as he fasted and prayed after
hearing about the destruction of
the city walls of Jerusalem. He
was willing to offer whatever
time necessary to help
(Nehemiah 1:4 NIV).

Pray: Father, teach me how to
best honor you with how I spend
my time.

3. E — Entertainment

Practice: How does it feel to
have someone like your post or
have someone unfollow you on
social media? How are your en-
tertainment choices influencing
you?

Talk with the Lord about what
you watch and listen to—music,
movies, TV, social media, pod-
casts, etc. Decide how you
might fast from entertainment.
Ponder: Learn from the early
church how fasting and prayer
coincided with worship. This led
them to commission more be-
lievers to go and share the gos-
pel (Acts 13:2-3 NIV).

Pray: Father, make me more
aware of who you are and there-
fore increase my worship.

FUEL Fasting (Navigators)

4. L — Listen To

Practice: Who do you look to
for encouragement? Does
someone’s approval matter
most? Whose voice is the
loudest in your life?

Try fasting from noise and use it
as an opportunity to embrace
silence and more clearly hear
God’s voice.

Ponder: Learn from the
churches in Galatia (Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch) as Paul
and Barnabas used prayer and
fasting to make leadership
decisions (Acts 14:21-23 NIV).
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians
he emphasized the importance
of God’s approval (Galatians
1:10 NIV).

Pray: Father, transform me to
desire your approval above all
others.

A rugged cross is set in the
sanctuary during Lent where all
are invited to come for
contemplation and to pray. You
may include prayer concerns,
confessions, and needs attaching
them to the cross. Jesus came to
set us free and this he did by
giving himself for us, to take
our burdens upon himself on the
cross. His blood is powerful.
His blood is healing.




Grace Lutheran Church, Erskine
Holy Communion Study

1st Communion Instruction

Jesus gave us this meal on the night before he was crucified. It is important to understand why
we celebrate Holy Communion.

e What is the meaning and purpose of the Sacrament of Holy Communion?
e In what way do we receive God’s grace?
Study begins for youth and adults who are preparing to receive Holy Communion.

February 22 — March on Sundays during the Education Hour — 9:15. Parents/Sponsors should
attend the first one if possible and meet with Pastor.

Age of First Communion varies within our Lutheran tradition. In general, we do Communion
recognition and awareness at about age 9 or 10 which is about 4" or 5" grade. How do we
know that someone is ready? Generally, we ask that children express an interest in receiving
the sacrament and that they are able to sit through and participate in the worship service
before receiving Communion for the first time.

Pastor Pam will lead a 5-week course for children who are considering preparation to receive
Holy Communion. Materials are available. The Saturday before the First Communion Service,
the class will bake the bread for the Sacrament.

Adults who desire to know more about Holy Communion may see Pastor Pam and we'll set up
a regular time to study. Materials are available.

If you are interested in first communion classes, please fill out and return.

First Communion Class
Name:

Grade/Age

Name:

Grade/Age

Parent/Sponsor/Guardian

Phone

Email
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