The Scroll

Hello all members and friends,

As a Mission District of the NALC, we
gather together yearly for our Convoca-
tion of all the churches and ministries.

For the last few years we have partnered
with Eastern South Dakota to host these events. This year we will travel to
Watertown, SD April 4-5.

Bishop Dan Selbo of the North American Lutheran Church B will be with us
along with Dr. Leon Miles —~ Vice President of Advancement - Institute of Lu-
theran Theology.

We'll have a Disaster Response truck to fill with items to be taken to our Dis-
aster Response warehouse for emergencies. In addition to gift cards, you can
bring items and kits as shown on the attachment.

There are local hotels.

We look forward to having a great turnout. It's always a nice time.

May the Lord Jesus bless you all,
Pastor Pam

Joint Convocation - ESD & Minkota Mission Districts (NALC)
4-5 April, 2025
Watertown, South Dakota

Registration forms may be picked up in the church office. Please remit
this form and $25 per person Registration Fee (checks payable to ESD
MD) by March 17" to:

Mr. Chris Berg (ESD Treasurer)
c/o First English Lutheran Church
PO Box 562

Lennox, SD 57039
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The Grace Lutheran Church

Council will meet in regular
session on Wednesday February

12th at 7:00PM at the church. A Judy Tadman
reminder that All Council meet- Linda Jorgenson
ings are open to members of The Grace WNALC will not be Judi Hoeft
Grace unless otherwise speci- meeting during the winter Paula LaB
fied. months. See you in March. aula recque
Hope Circle: February 26th at Paul Stennes
10:00AM at the church. Jon Clementson
Rebecca Circle: February 27th at Pastor Pam Thorson
6:30PM at the church. Annette Farder
Ogden Farder, Jr.
Carr Smeby
January Sth: Wendy Smeby
Attenflance~ 58 Maci Smeby
?ffenng~1$j;i75.00 Allen Jenson
Ait';'l?ﬁw 5'9 Steve & Linda Evenson
Offering~$2,820.00 Becki Haugen
January 19th: Dianne Hamre
Attendance~58 R
Offering~$2,047.00 glor_l; \Ii;xzy
January 26th: ] v Hi akrm
Attendance~ 88 esse Hickman
Offering~ $2,187.00 Greg Kaster
Jolene Bradley

Torrey Erickson
Ron Juve

Mark Wild
Mike Johnson
Steve Sutter

Shut-ins and Nursing Home
members

Ukraine
Israel
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Giving Options

Not only can you give through your offering envelope on
Sunday morning, but our church offers other options to
receive your offering:

Automatic Giving — You can set up monthly or weekly
automatic deductions from your bank account. Contact
the church office (218-687-4035) for a form to complete.
Online Giving — There are several links throughout our
website (www.gracechurcherskine.org) that will allow
you to give a one-time or regular donation from your
bank account, credit card, or debit card.

Mobile Giving — You can utilize your mobile device and
scan the following code —

Did you know?
- If you are a Thrivent
thr|vent member, you are eligi-
ble to receive money to
belp support events you
or others are having.
Simply gather a team of friends, family or neighbors
to put on a fundraiser, educational event or service
activity. We’ll provide the resources you need to get
started — including up to $250 in seed mon-
ey. Clients with benefit membership are eligible to
lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year,
and clients with associate membership are eligible to
lead one per calendar year. There are many exam-
ples on the Thrivent website @ Thrivent Action
Teams Hub (cotribute.co). Some ideas: Grandpar-
ents Day, Vacation Bible School, Fish Fry, Easter
Festival, Food Shelf, Disaster Response Buck-
ets/kits, K9’s for Mobility, Quilts for Others, or
Yarn for Prayer Shawls.
Let’s get together and figure out how we can use
these benefits for the work of ministry.

~~ Pastor Pam

December 2024 Financial Summary

Regular Offerings to the General Operating Fund -
$16,909.25

Other Giving used for the General Operating Fund
-$ 5,010.00

Interest Earned - §  174.46

Total Income -  $22,093.71

Expenses:
Administrative - $ 9,122.56

Education- § 541.19

Mission Outreach - $ 3,763.00
Pastoral - $10,384.95

Worship - § 3.273.83

Total Expenses - $27.085.53
Net Income ($4,991.82)
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

COUNCIL MEETING
January 8, 2025
7:00 P.M.

‘Serving all people by sharing
God’s Word and Gift of Grace’

Present: President John Carlson,
Pastor Pam, Yvonne Halvorson,
Gene Haugom, Gary Walter, Car-
la Ferden, Steve Jacobson, Tina
Farrell, Lori Hole, Andrew Han-
son, Hollie Stewart

Call to Order: President John
called the meeting to order.

Devotions: John lead us in de-
votions. “Helping Those In
Need”—If we help others the
Lord will guide us continually.
God has always called his people
to help others. Closed with pray-
er.

Approve Agenda: Motion to ap-
prove the agenda by Gary. Se-
conded by Steve. Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report: Lori
moved to approve December
2024 minutes. Seconded by Hol-
lie. Motion carried.

Financial Secretary’s Report:
Tina reported. Report was re-
ceived for filing. (Report on file)

Treasurer’s Report: Carla re-
ported for Jim

Cash Flow Report
Regular Offering to the General

Operating Fund was $16,909.25
(down from last month). The
monthly budget goal is
$21,363.85.
Undesignated funds available
to be used for December’s

General Fund expenses totaled
$20,323.37. This total is com-
prised of the reguilar offering, in-
terest, and other giving.

The total of undesignated funds
given was below the month’s
General Fund expenses totaling
$27,085.53

Interest — Scholarship CDs were
renewed with $1,029.63 interest.
Other interest consisted of the
month’s interest earned of
$174.12.

Noteworthy Other Giving:
Anonymous Donation - $6,000.00
Christmas Offering - $1,770.00
Some of the noteworthy expenses
this month included:
Administration:

Church & Parsonage Maintenance
— Items for the bathrooms com-
prised the bulk of this cost.
Financial Secretary — Quarterly
compensation.

Miscellaneous — Hunter’s Supper
expenses.

Education:

Education Director — Salary pay-
ment.

Mission Outreach:

Miscellaneous — Pass through do-
nations.

Pastoral: Continued Education -
NC trip. Professional Expenses &
Book Allowance — Various ex-
penses for the year. SS/MC — Due
to a previous calculation error,
needed to catch up at end of year.
Worship: Tuning & Repairs —
Various expenses for the year not
covered by donations to the Or-
gan Fund. Worship Technology
Supervisor — Annual compensa-
tion.

Report received for filing. Com-
plete report is on file in the
church office.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Pam re-
ported

Visitations to Fargo and Poplar
Meadows

Will be doing worship services at
both Poplar Meadows and Fair
Meadow.

NALC meeting on Saturday at
Grace. (Pastor will need a Zoom
account)

Pastor’s Retreat in Texas

Pastor will be gone two weeks in
February for medical. Jason Carl-
son will be filling in. Communion
will be later in the month.

March for Life—January 22 in
Fosston.

President’s Report: John report-
ed

Worked on the annual meeting
plans with Pastor Pam

Reminder: Reports need to get to
Kim-—Friday, Jan 10 is the dead-
line

Working on completing the usher
list

Continuing to recruit members for
the building duties.

Subbing for Released Time
Committee Reports:

Youth Ministry: Pres. John re-
ported. Sunday meeting for fun,
fellowship and teaching. Pastor
Pam and Pastor Renae will teach.
Youth Group plans: Feb
1: Youth going to Buena Vista in
Bemidji for snow activities. April
“Feed My Starving Children”.
Future: March is a pending movie
at Fosston. May 18 Michael W.
Smith concert. May ditch clean-
ing and bonfire.

Stewardship: Lori reported. An-
nual report has been completed
and Lori will send to Kim.

Education: Andrew reported.
Sunday School Attendance: Our
highest attendance so for this year
has been December 15th, the day
of our Christmas Program.
Continued on Page 8
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GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS LECTIONARY READINGS
Pr.Pam Thorson  Pastor 270-872-8269 FOR FEBRUARY
John Carlson President Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Vice President February 2, 2025
Carla Ferden Secretary 563-2377 First Reading - Jeremiah 1:4-10, 17-19
Psalm - Psalm 71:1-6, 7-11
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 12:31b-
Tina Farrell Financial Secretary 13:13
Gospel - Luke 4:31-44
Jim Ferden Treasurer 563-2377
Wendy Lee Deacon Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Gene Haugom Trustee 563-3292 February 9, 2025
Ray LaBrecque Trustee First Reading - Isaiah 6:1-8, 9-13
Psalm - Psalm 138:1-8
Steve Jacobson Trustee

Andrew & Becky Hanson Education Directors

Sarah Strom Education 687-3488
Cassie Senn Education

Jason Carlson Education

Hollie Stewart Pres. WNALC 687-3730
Paula LaBrecque Stewardship

Tyler Brekken Stewardship 687-2205

Becky Lindseth Stewardship

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 14:12b-
20
Gospel - Luke 5:1-11

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 16, 2025

First Reading - Jeremiah 17:5-8
Psalm - Psalm 1:1-6

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:1-
11, 12-20

Gospel - Luke 6:17-26

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 23, 2025

First Reading - Genesis 45:3-15

Psalm - Psalm 103:1-13

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:21—
26,3042

Gospel - Luke 6:27-38




Holy Communion Study

15t Communion Instruction

Jesus gave us this meal on the night before he was crucified. It is important to understand why
we celebrate Holy Communion.

e What is the meaning and purpose of the Sacrament of Holy Communion?
¢ In what way do we receive God'’s grace?
Stpdy begins for youth and adults who are preparing to receive Holy Communion.

March 27 — 30 on Sundays during the Education Hour — 9:15.

Age of First Communion varies within our Lutheran tradition. In general, we do Communion
recognition and awareness at about age 9 or 10 which is about 4% or 5" grade. How do we
know that someone is ready? Generally, we ask that children express an interest in receiving
the sacrament and that they are able to sit through and participate in the worship service
before receiving Communion for the first time.

Pastor Pam will lead a 5-week course for children who are considering preparation to receive
Holy Communion. Materials are available.

Adults who desire to know more about Holy Communion may see Pastor Pam and we'll set up
a regular time to study. Materials are available.

If you are interested in first communion classes, please fill out and return so Pastor can
prepare.

First Communion Class
Name:

Grade/Age

Name:

Grade/Age

Parent/Guardian

Phone

Email
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued

We had 37 students that day.
Sunday School sang in Church/
Christmas. Our Christmas pro-
gram went well, and many in the
congregation had very kind
things to say afterwards. This
program marked the first time we
used the new TV hanging on the
balcony, which worked well to
display the lyrics for the kids to
read while singing. Sunday
School sings in church January
26th. As it is during the season of
Epiphany, we will be singing
about light. Vacation Bible
School~ Andrew and Becky have
already been receiving flyers re-
garding VBS. The theme this
year is “True North”, which we
are very excited about! We hope
to meet as an education commit-
tee soon to discuss scheduling
Vacation Bible School so fami-
lies can mark their calendars.
Release Time~ On Monday, Jan-
uary 6th, we received some sad
news: Pastor Rene Mehlberg of
the New Journey Lutheran Parish
(which incorporates Our Savior’s
in McIntosh) submitted her resig-
nation at a special parish council
meeting, effective the end of
February. As she was the sixth
grade teacher for Release Time
every other Wednesday, a re-
placement needed to be found.
Pastor Pam will be replacing her
for the rest of this year. Email
with any questions: education
@gracechurcherskine.org

WNALC: Hollie reported. Will
be meeting to get the service
book put together and sent out.

Trustees: Gene reported. Carpet
is complete. Pump was replaced
on the furnace. New lighting for
the outside sign was completed.

Light fixture in SS room—needs
some electrical work completed

in the 5™ and 6™ grade room.

Gene has the annual report com-
pleted and will get to Kim to-
morrow.

Deacons: Carla reported that the
communion list will be complet-
ed and in the bulletin. Gary re-
ported that visitations and rides
to medical appointments contin-
ue.

Video Ministry: Will visit with
Nick about some sound issues,
otherwise things are going well.

Food Shelf: Gene reported
(Mavis Haugum, Coordinator
submitted report). December
2024 Report Moved being open
the second Thursday to the fol-
lowing Monday due to weather.
This resulted in less participa-
tion. Total served 36 house-
holds (our highest was Novem-
ber with 50)

Total monetary donations in
December. $5330.88

Complete list can be found in
the Council minutes that are on
file in the church office.

Old Business:

Building Committee Update—
Nothing new to report.

Road signs—Signs are designed
and we will move forward with
ordering them.

New Business:

Designate Christmas Offering
($ 1820.00) Tina made the mo-
tion to give $1,000 to Care &
Share Crookston and $820 to
Sola Publishing. Org. Seconded
by Gary. Motion carried.

Nominating Committee Up-
date-Tina reported. They will
meet tomorrow finalize needs
and the ballot.

Other (none)

Announcements

Next month’s meeting date is
February 12 at 7:00 p.m.

Adjourn
The Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,

In recognition of Souper Bowl
Sunday, which happens to be
February 9th, the Grace
Community Food Shelf is
kicking off their game to tackle
hunger in our community and
surrounding area. They are
ready to receive any kind of
soup, now through March 9™,
You can score points by
dropping your donation in the
tote in the narthex. Forget about
the Chiefs and Eagles! Be on
the winning team right here and
feel free to do your victory
dance by helping our Food
Shelf.




S3AON 21qqa(T :PIET

UoSpIN Ap
-ur) ¥ I8N U6

SOUION | USIYBIA W] ipuy
SLIM %@ JJ3f ‘43191 519)IDH
B yy-dg
1seoproaqay-doe:9
fos1opun sse1) asg-dz drgsiom -20€:01
uUNP[RIY puE dAn( 931090 ~—~J uoneunIguo)-dg ISEOPROIGIY-2G] fo0yds
uos.rapunc) op| ouny ssesjey-dss:] 980 SET1-80€:6 Aepung-egi:6
A3dvI) pue 97T PRAA ~—V -117) ©99999y-dog:9 s adopg-e0 1 ssoN @ SHN-BL sav-e6
UOSLIB)) UOSep ~~¥
PIET ANYOUIAL 8¢ LT 9C Y4 L4 ¢C
uuag By pue Xef sulg[B]A ~~d ‘B yy-dg
Xgf [ABY] PUB UBHILIO UOSIE) ~~V
uipuny £139g ~y 1seopeo1qay-dog:9 ds€-dz diysiop -e0€:01
4I9T ANVNIgIL sse[) 1SBOPROIGIY-R0 | 100128
uos[Ig) 1580pR0IQYY -6 40d SAT1O uado st uonEmIyuo)-dy Bie) SHT-®0€6 Aepung-eg1:6
Aapiey) pue Agowg ey ~~d -1V TTIO¥OS J1oUS poog-dz-e | owi] osedjay-dgg:| SSON @ SHN-BL Sdv-e6
YIOIuIZION (44 1T 0¢ 61 81 L1 91
UOSAPPY pue AQaui§ winjAe ] ~~y
1 ‘wasSurwmwoy o ~Y ‘B yy-dg
‘W6 AdVIHgId
uospunwQ B3 nounoD-doo:L asg-dz drysiop -80€:01
yue pue uospunui( 3doy ~~J uado jseopeoIqay-dog:9 iseopeoiqay -eo| jooyag
uosuyop seopeoIqy -e6 S13194S poog-dg-g sse|y Juo)-dg 78D SHT-®B0L:6 Aepung-eg1:6
ue30r] puk HOSPUNWQ) 31005 ~~V suri], asea[oy-dgg:| SSON @ SHN-®L sdv-e6
SAUION JJof ~~Y Sl 14! el ¢l I 0l 6
‘PUT AUVAdgdId
S yy-dg ‘wuo) AJoH/M
julod 1Mod=d digsiop -20€:01
ANA[0IY=V 1seopeoiqay-dogc:9 Asg-dz joouos
JOpedY =Y sse[) 1seOpROIqaY -B0] Kepung-e¢1:6
uoneuLIyuo)-dg G20 SaT80¢6 sgv-e6
ANg A[J24S pue woa)s yeres 1seapeolqey -e6 own], asesfay-dgs:| SSON @ SHN-®L
pund 1y 8 L 9 S 14 ¢ (4
321D BIIQIY
:SIIMO[] JEIV
uswipey, 1SBOPROIGNY -B6
Adeyg pue diaqpues Ayoro(q
ISTURISISSY HOIUNUWIIO)) I
UOS[aN M1eA D i n =) an uo un
-1p ‘vosSurmmol 1°Q ins ok | Yyl PPM 1 W S
: SIYSN
goanyd 343 v LARELEMN |
Yoanyo 2y} 3e adoyg
STTOUID. Yyoanyy) uviayiny 29049 AAVAddHA




“Serving all people by sharing God’s Word
and Gift of Grace”

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

332 Vance Avenue
Post Office Box 204
Erskine, MN 56535
Pastor: Rev. Pam Thorson
Pastor Phone: 270-872-8269
Office Phone: 218-687-4035
Email: gracelc@gvtel.com
Pastor Email: pastorglc@gvtel.com

Love one
another.

1JOHN 4:7



