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leadership. Remember Jesus washed this disciples’ feet. This was an example of
servant leadership. Jesus willingly served others regardless of their station in life.
We are called to be servants. Look for ways to serve others. We are blessed when
We serve.

March Calendar I

Approve Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda by Wade. Seconded by Nick.
Motion carried.

Secretary’s Report: Gary moved to approve the January minutes. Seconded by
John. Motion carried.

Financial Secretary’s Report:

Yvonne moved to approve. Seconded by Lori. Motion carried. (Report on file).
Treasurer’s Report:

Cash Flow Report

e Undesignated funds available to be used for January’s General Fund expenses
totaled $16,536.60. This amount was significantly above the month’s General
Fund expenses totaling $11,945.78.

e Congregational giving to the General Fund was $15,767. The monthly budget
goal is $19,160.69.

e Noteworthy Other Giving:
o Workers Comp Premium Refund - $667.00 (due to favorable audit)
Continued on Page 4
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The Grace Lutheran Church
Council will meet in regular
session on Wednesday March
9th at 7:00 PM. All meetings
are open to members of
Grace unless otherwise stat-
ed.

January 30th:
Attendance~63
Offering~$2,342.00

February 6th:
Attendance~60
Offering~$2,863.00

February 13th:
Attendance~ 53
Offering~ $1,965.00

February 20th:
Attendance~ O (stormy weather)
Offering~$350.00

The WNALC are off for the
winter months. They will re-
turn in the Spring.

Hope Circle: March 23rd 9:00
AM at the church

Rebecea Cirele: March 24th
6:30 PM at the church.

3
SRR

REMINDER - Please save
your grocery receipts from Gro-
ceries Plus in Erskine and Jered’s
Grocery in McIntosh. Both stores
are donating 1percent of the total
purchases to the youth group.
There is a container for the re-
ceipts at the church in the hall-
way by the coat racks.

Ron Howe

Mark LaPlante
Allen Jenson
Everett Osland
Steve & Linda Evenson
Steve Jacobson
Becki Haugen
Don Lundin
Bruce McWilliam
Jolene Bradley
Dean Lindberg
Mark Thompson

Torrey Erickson
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Giving Options
Not only can you give through your offering envelope on December 2021 Financial Summary

Sunday morning, but our church offers other options to
receive your offering:

Automatic Giving — You can set up monthly or weekly Congregational Offering to the General Fund -
automatic deductions from your bank account. Contact $14,325.00

the church office (218-687-4035) for a form to complete.

Online Giving — There are several links throughout our
website (www.gracechurcherskine.org) that will allow Expenses:

you to give a one-time or regular donation from your Administrative - $8.564.32
bank account, credit card, or debit card. ; ’
Mobile Giving — You can utilize your mobile device and Education - $1,200.00

scan the following code — Mission Outreach - $65.00
Pastoral - $2,942.26
Worship - $2,178.32

Total Expenses - $14,949.90

Benevolence Ideas

Our church has several special funds to meet needs
that can’t be met through our General Fund. Cur-
rently, these special funds are: Building Improve-
ments, Grace Youth Group, Joy Ride Fund, Oil
Candle, Sunday School Improvements/Supplies,
Sunday School Outreach, Video Ministry, Vacation
Bible School, Worship Hearing Aids, ‘Men of
Courage’ Men’s Group, and Shoebox Funds. In ad-
dition, our church houses the Grace Food Shelf and
we ask for donations on their behalf as well as for
the After School Backpack Program. Finally, our
church is a part of the Grace Cemetery Association
and we ask for donations on their behalf for the
maintenance of the Synod, Pioneer, and Fairview
Cemeteries in rural Erskine. Please contact Jim Fer-
den if you have any questions.
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued

o Christmas Offering -
$200.00

0 Memorial to SS Qutreach
Fund - $500.00

Some of the noteworthy ex-
penses this month included:

Administration —

Church & Parsonage Fuel:
Colder temps have increased
usage

Miscellaneous: Grocery expens-
es for 2021 Hunter’s Supper -
$839.85

Pastoral — Miscellaneous — Fed-
eral & State withholding tax for
2021 for Pastor’s excess health
insurance premium payout.

Budget Report

e We ended the month at ap-
proximately 3.6% or $8,200
under budget.

All of the major budgeted ex-
pense categories ended under
budget for the month.

History of Regular Giving to
the General Fund Report

Looking back since 2011, this
was the 2" highest offering for
the month of January (5 Sun-
days may have helped).

History of the General Fund
Balance

o The January balance reflects
a nice increase from the De-
cember General Fund balance.

o Higher giving and lower
expenses resulted in the higher
balance.

Highest balance ever!

Account Balances Report

e Building Fund - Reflects do-
nations made during the month
and expense for the separate ele-
vator phone line ($38.66).

e HS Scholarship Fund — Re-
flects a donation and the payout
of three scholarships.

e Oil Fund — Bldg Upkeep re-
flects a portion of this month’s
oil/gas revenue.

¢ Oil Fund — Church Emergen-
cies reflects a portion of this
month’s oil/gas revenue.

e QOil Fund - Missions reflects a
portion of this month’s oil/gas
revenue.

SS Outreach Fund — Reflects the
monthly donation of $38 to Com-
passion International and the re-
ceipt of a memorial gift.

Brovold Investment Valuation
Report The ending balance is
down $500 since December.

Gunderson Investment Valua-
tion Report
o The ending balance increased

slightly over last month. It has
the highest balance ever!

Other Information

o  Welcome to the new Council
members! Please feel {ree to ask
any questions about my reports.

e The Trustees and I will pre-
sent the updated insurance cover-
ages for the church later in the
agenda.

January was extremely busy pre-
paring quarterly tax withholding
returns, W2’s, 1099’s, and the

Treasurer’s Report:

Other Information

o  Welcome to the new Council
members! Please feel free to ask
any questions about my reports.

o The Trustees and I will
present the updated insurance
coverages for the church later in
the agenda. January was
extremely busy preparing
quarterly tax withholding returns,
W2’s, 1099’s, and the numerous
reports for the annual meeting.

Jim reported.

About 25% of our giving is
electronic.

January was a high giving
month. It was a five
Sunday month and also
the Workmens’ Comp.
refund came in.

General Fund has the highest
balance ever. Discussed
purchasing a CD.

Nick made a motion to approve
the report. Seconded by Wade.
Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

Items to discuss with Pastor
Sletto:

e 1 Communion classes
e New Member classes

» Installation of Officers We
will plan to have Installation
of Officers on Feb 13.

Committee Reports:

Stewardship: Lori reported.
Hollie will forward Lori some
new pictures for the board.

Continued on Page 5
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued

Lori received the job descrip-
tion for the Stewardship Com-
mittee from Kim and was ap-
preciative. She will make sure
the other members of the com-
mittee receive a copy.

Education: Ann reported. Will
meet Sunday to discuss Vaca-
tion Bible School plans. Sunday
School singing on the 27%.
Made 18 Valentines for our
shut-ins and will get them sent
out.

Youth Group: Jim reported.
The question was presented to
the youth regarding interest in
attending the Feed My Starving
Children event. Responses were
three Yes and one Maybe. In
order for Jim to arrange for us
to attend it is a bit complicated .
There is an “early registration
window” that needs to be taken
advantage of. Jim received the
code to sign up and he will have
to register us tomorrow morn-
ing, otherwise it is very difficult
to get in. The event is the last
Friday and Saturday in March.
This has been a wonderful ex-
perience for youth in the past
and we were pleased to see
some of our youth interested in
participating. We want to thank
Dean Salveson for removing the
snow in front of the aluminum
can storage garage. We also
want to thank an “unknown”
helper for snow removal there
too.

NALCW: Hollie reported. We
received a wonderful card from
Jolene Bradley. She was so
thankful for receiving a card

from us and sent a donation to
help purchase more cards and
stamps to send to others. We
welcome others to help make
these cards. Hollie will be at the
church on Thursday from 4:30-
6:00. She always has cards and
stamps available so if you can
spare a bit of time stop by and
write a card. You do not have to
stay the entire time. We are so
grateful to Hollie for taking the
time to be available for this
opportunity to serve.

Trustees: Wade reported. Ryan
from SandHill Heating did a
pressure test on propane line and
it was 0.k. We had this checked
because our propane use has been
high. Ryan also checked a few
other minor things and the
furnace seems to be running more
smoothly. We are still using a lot
of propane. Wade did remind us
that we have had a very cold
winter. This is the coldest winter
since 2017. Wade will continue
to monitor our usage and check
carefully, especially if we
continue to use a lot of propane
when the temperatures get better.
He will call Ryan for further
evaluation if that turns out to be
the case. Devin Faldet contacted
two different architects about the
Sunday School roof project and
has not received any information
from them to date. Wade checked
over the snowblower that was
discussed last month. It does not
need to be replaced. Wade is
confident it is in good shape.
Gene Haugom is now a Trustee
and Ray LaBrecque is our newly
elected Trustee.

Deacons: Gary Reported

Gary reflected on the definition
of “What exactly is a Deacon?”.
It is to love one another and care
for each other. He is so grateful
that we are a loving church fami-
ly who truly demonstrate a serv-
ant’s attitude.

Video Tech: Nick reported. No
news is good news. Things are
running well. Microphone equip-
ment will not arrive in February,
so now we are looking at April.

Food Shelf: Gene reported.
Thank you Mavis, Gene, Betty,
and Judy for working on Food
Shelf day. Months totals: served
22 households, 2,020 pounds of
food distributed, 91 pounds per
family and 57 pounds per person.
This month was a bit less than
previously, but probably was due
to cold and nasty weather. Took
in over 700 pounds of food for
$60 from TEFAP. They are
SHORT of Help! Please let them
know if you can help.

Feb dates: Truck Day 2/9 need 4,
Food Shelf Day 2/10 need 5,
Food Shelf Day 2/17 need 4

March dates: Truck Day 3/9 need
4, Food Shelf Day 3/10 need S,
Food Shelf Day 3/17 need 4.
Gene has been looking into costs
if we consider building a separate
building for the Food Shelf. This
we will discuss this at our Re-
treat.

Welcome Committee: We are
looking at planning a New Mem-
bers class. Ann said she could
send info home with all Sunday
School students in case there’s -

Continued on Page 6
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GRACE COUNCIL, continued- New Business:
Welcome Committee: Informational - Church Insur- ﬂSH
We are looking at planning a ance Coverage: Jim reported.
New Members class. Ann said He and the Trustees have been WDI\XE’SDAY

she could send info home with
all Sunday School students in
case there’s someone interested.
This would be a good way to get
the information out to all.

Old Business:

Set date for Council Retreat:
Format will be for us to meet on
a Saturday morning at 9:00.
Date: April 2. Everyone on any
committee is welcome. Let Ja-
son know if there are any agenda
items that you wish to have in-
cluded.

Need for a Deacon: Still praying
for a volunteer. Please let Gary
or John if you would be willing
to serve.

Need for Call Committee: Please
prayerfully consider serving. We
will send out the manual and a
copy of the profile to those who
have committed to serve.

Discussion regarding Worship/
Covid: Single line of continuous
communion is working well.
Pastor will call for a raise of
hands for those who wish to use
the pre-packaged elements be-
fore church begins. This will
allow us to get the elements to
the worshipers more smoothly
prior to communion.

Still receiving positive com-
ments about our video produc-
tion for worship via Garden Val-
ley, Facebook and YouTube.

reviewing the current insurance
coverage. They updated the value
of the parsonage to $325,000.
Liability increased to the aggre-
gate total of $2,000,000. Council
liability to $2,000,000, Sexual
Misconduct could not be in-
creased beyond the current
$100,000 because we do not have
a written policy in place. Since
we currently do not have written
policy, we will want to address
this issue in the near future. Pas-
tor Counseling liability could not
be changed at this time because
we do not have a pastor hired.
Total premium increased $350.00
This is still below budget so no
action needed to be taken. This
purely an informational report
from Jim.

Announcements

Hollie announced that she needs
two teachers for Wednesday
School starting the last Wednes-
day in March. Teachers needed
are for 1 grade since Joan will
be gone and 2™ grade, because
Lisa will be gone. Please notify
her if you can help out.

Next month’s meeting date is
March 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Retreat set for April 2 at
9:00 a.m. at the church.

Adjourn
The Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,

ettt

emember that
You are dust, and to
dust You shall return.

Eoclesiastes 3:20

Ash Wednesday Prayer

Heavenly Father, during this
time of reflection I remember
how you lived the life I ought to
have lived. You showed us how
to resist temptation during your
time in the desert, and through
the life you led here on earth. As
this Lent season begins, remind
me that I am but dust. I can do
nothing without you. Help me to
see the world through the eyes
of those in the first Lent season,
who awaited a Savior and await-
ed new life through you. Thank
you for your sacrifice on the
cross, and as I refrain from [fill
in the blank, for what you
choose to give up for Lent] help
me to use that time I would
spend on [fill in the blank item]
to pray, reflect, and thank you.
Amen.
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GRACE COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jason Carlson President 563-2490
Nick Walk Vice President 637-2219
Yvonne Halvorson  Secretary 687-5190
Dorothy Sandberg  Financial Secretary =~ 687-3575
Jim Ferden Treasurer 563-2377
Gary Walter Deacon 687-3074
John Carlson Deacon
Gene Haugom Trustee 563-3292
Wade Farrell Trustee 563-2216
Ray LaBrecque Trustee
Ann Brekken Superintendent / Education  687-2205
Sarah Strom Education 687-3488
Pam Walk Education 637-2219
Shar Hill Education
Hollie Stewart Pres. WNALC 687-3730
Lori Hole Stewardship 687-3585
Tyler Brekken Stewardship 687-2205
Becki Lindseth Stewardship 7

MARCH 13th

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR
MARCH

Ash Wednesday

March 2, 2022

First Reading - Joel 2:12-19

Psalm - Psalm 51:1-13, 14-19

Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 5:20b
-6:10

Gospel - Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

First Sunday in Lent

March 6, 2022

First Reading - Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm - Psalm 91:1-13

Second Reading - Romans 10:8b-13
Gospel - Luke 4:1-13

Second Sunday in Lent

March 13,2022

First Reading - Jeremiah 26:8-15
Psalm - Psalm 4:1-8

Second Reading - Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel - Luke 13:31-35

Third Sunday in Lent

March 20, 2022

First Reading - Ezekiel 33:7-20
Psalm - Psalm 85:1-13

Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 10:1-
13

Gospel - Luke 13:1-9

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 27,2022

First Reading - Isaiah 12:1-6

Psalm - Psalm 32:1-11

Second Reading - 2 Corinthians 5:16-
21

Gospel - Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
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Learn What Lent Means

to Christians
Gain a deeper understanding
of the Lenten season

By
Mary Fairchild

Lent is the Christian season of
spiritual preparation before East-
er. In Western churches, it be-
gins on Ash Wednesday. During
Lent, many Christians observe a
period of fasting, repentance,
moderation, self-denial, and
spiritual discipline. The purpose
of the Lenten season is to set
aside time for reflection on Jesus
Christ—to consider his suffering
and his sacrifice, his life, death,
burial, and resurrection.

During the six weeks of self-
examination and reflection,
Christians who observe Lent
typically make a commitment to
fast, or to give up something—a
habit, like smoking, watching
TV, swearing, or a food or drink,
such as sweets, chocolate, or
coffee. Some Christians also
take on a Lenten discipline, like
reading the Bible and spending
more time in prayer to draw
nearer to God.

Strict observers of Lent do not
eat meat on Fridays, often opting
for fish instead. The goal of
these spiritual disciplines is to
strengthen the faith of the ob-
server and develop a clos-

er relationship with God.

The Significance of 40 Days

The 40-day period of Lent is
based on two episodes of spiritu-
al testing in the Bible: the 40
years of wilderness wanderings
by the Israelites after the exodus
from Egypt (Numbers 33:38 and
Deuteronomy 1:3) and

the Temptation of Jesus after he
spent 40 days fasting in the wil-
derness (Matthew 4:1-

11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13).

In the Bible, the number 40 holds
special significance in the meas-
urement of time, and many other
important events revolve around
it. During the flood, it rained for
40 days and 40 nights (Genesis
7:4,12, 17, 8:6). Moses fasted on
the mountain for 40 days and
nights before God gave the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 24:18;
34:28; Deuteronomy 9). The
spies spent 40 days in the land of
Canaan (Numbers 13:25; 14:34).
The prophet Elijah traveled for
40 days and nights to reach the
mountain of God in Sinai (1
Kings 19:8).

Lent in Western Christianity

In Western Christianity, Ash
Wednesday marks the first day,
or the start of the season of Lent,
which begins 40 days prior

to Easter (Technically 46, as
Sundays are not included in the
count). Officially named "Day of
Ashes," the exact date changes
every year because Easter and its
surrounding holidays are mova-
ble feasts.

ble feasts.

In the Catholic church, adherents
attend mass on Ash Wednesday.
The priest distributes ashes by
lightly rubbing the sign of the
cross with ashes onto the wor-
shippers' foreheads. This tradi-
tion is meant to identify the
faithful with Jesus Christ. In the
Bible, ashes are a symbol of re-
pentance and death. Thus, ob-
serving Ash Wednesday at the
start of the Lenten season repre-
sents one's repentance from sin
as well as Jesus Christ's sacrifi-
cial death to set followers free
from sin and death.

Lent in Eastern Christianity

In Eastern Orthodoxy, the spir-
itual preparations begin with
Great Lent, a 40-day period of
self-examination and fasting
(including Sundays), which
starts on Clean Monday and cul-
minates on Lazarus Saturday.
Ash Wednesday is not observed.

Clean Monday falls seven weeks
before Easter Sunday. The term
"Clean Monday" refers to
cleansing from sinful attitudes
through the Lenten fast. Lazarus
Saturday occurs eight days be-
fore Easter Sunday and signifies
the end of Great Lent.

Do All Christian Observe Lent?

Not all Christian churches ob-
serve Lent. Lent is mostly ob-
served by the Lutheran, Method-
ist, Presbyterian and Anglican
denominations, and also by

Continued on Page 9
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Learn What Lent Means, con’t
Roman Catholics. Eastern Ortho-
dox churches observe Lent or
Great Lent, during the 6 weeks or
40 days preceding Palm Sun-

day with fasting continuing dur-
ing the Holy Week of Orthodox
Easter.

The Bible does not mention the
custom of Lent, however, the
practice of repentance and
mourning in ashes is found in 2
Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job
2:8; Daniel 9:3; and Matthew
11:21.

The account of Jesus' death on
the cross, or crucifixion, his buri-
al, and his resurrection, or raising
from the dead, can be found in
the following passages of Scrip-
ture: Matthew 27:27-28:8; Mark
15:16-16:19; Luke 23:26-24:35;
and John 19:16-20:30.

History of Lent

Early Christians felt the im-
portance of Easter called for spe-
cial preparations. The first men-
tion of a 40-day period of fasting
in preparation for Easter is found
in the Canons of Nicaea (AD
325). It is thought that the tradi-
tion may have grown from the
early church practice of baptis-
mal candidates undergoing a 40-
day period of fasting in prepara-
tion for their baptism at Easter.
Eventually, the season evolved
into a period of spiritual devotion
for the whole church. During the
initial centuries, the Lenten fast
was very strict but relaxed over
time.

Let's Think About
Summer!

Registration for Pathways
Bible Camp is now open!
Parents, if you are looking
for a fun activity that will
grow your child's faith,
please consider sending him
or her to Camp Emmaus,
near Park Rapids, MN.
Please note the following
information.

« Half of the cost of camp
will be paid for all camp-
ers through confirma-
tion who are members of
Grace.

« Please register and sub-
mit payment for your
child. Then contact Jim
Ferden to be reimbursed
for expenses.

o To register, see the
schedule, or ask ques-
tions, contact

www.pathwaysbiblecamps.org.

« The Early Bird Discount is
April 1st. This is a $20
discount.

e You can also contact Nan-
cy Jenson (218-280-
3858) with questions.

« A representative from
Pathways will be visiting
our Sunday School classes
and church on March 13.

Please take advantage of this

generous opportunity from

Grace. This is a mission that

our church is proud to sup-

port |
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a stoplight, and while doing eve-
rything else in the course of a
day.

You do not have to kneel, pros-
trate yourself on the floor, look

DID YOU KNOW? toward heaven, or close your
Grace Lutheran church has a be- eyes to pray. Audible praying is
ginning foundation of 7 people Just one way to pray. Let prayer
dedicated to praying 24/7. be part of your lifestyle.” Rev.
Pastor Tsena made an invite to M. Minnicks

begin a prayer group to have Would you join us on Mondays,
someone praying intentionally and we will share with you our
each day of the week. focused prayers for this church,
Each of the 7 have one day of the community, country, universal
week dedicated to prayer. Our church and more. We need you!

first goal and prayer would be to ~ 24/7 Group
increase our numbers to 31 per-
sons anxious to participate in
communicating with God and
growing in relationship with Him
and our community.

The 7 of us meet Monday eve-
nings from 6-7 pm in the church
basement. Why? To share our
week experiences with growth in
prayer. Encouragement to contin-
ue prayers that “seem” unan-
swered and give thanks and cele-
bration for the answered and to be
answered prayers.

“Pray without ceasing” 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:17. A huge task espe-
cially when we do not live a clois-
tered life.

So, we are learning from scrip-
ture, the Holy Spirit and each oth-
er to DEPEND ON GOD, PRAY
REPEATEDLY AND OFTEN,
STAY STEADFAST AND BE
DISCIPLINED.

“Praying without ceasing is as
easy as breathing when you make
prayer part of your lifestyle.
That way it pleases God and satis-
fies Paul's advice. Therefore, you
can pray while you work, while
taking a shower, while waiting at

ouRTLRICHURCH'S

Choir History, continued

In the 30’s there were Luther
League Choirs, that practiced and
sang 1n the Clearwater Circuit Lu-
ther League Conventions. A
men’s choir was organized in the
50’s. In the carly 40’s, Mrs. Ncss
encouraged the men to join the
ladies for an Kaster Cantata. They
sang, “T’he Thorn Crowned
King.” Rev. Onstad was very inter-
ested in music and a singer him-
sell and worked to get the mixed
choir going. In 1955, Orville Ei-
dem directed this choir, and was
followed by Carlin Berg.

Over the years, the choir has been
faithfully directed by other faithful
leaders, Paul Larson, Myron John-
son, Arnold Tranby, Marjetta
Hadler, Kathy Nickelson, Diane
Hanson, Dale Branstner, Brad
Hagen, Jocy LEverson, John Berg,
Mike Ruse; in 1990, Dale
Branstner took over as director of
the Grace Chorr.
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